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As I write this I reflect on all the blessings God has given us this past year.  A year of events that kept us busy
and reached beyond our walls to share the love of God to our neighbors near and far.
We hosted Huron Shores concerts, salad dinners, a pig roast and a cookie walk.  We also reached out with
love and caring to grieving families with memorial services and luncheons. You, as the body of Christ, walked
as Jesus walked, giving food, comfort and caring to all those needing your special care this year.
Some “firsts” we experienced together were, a pig roast potluck, hosting the Lake Huron Presbytery for the
first time in several years, a conversation hour for those providing care to loved ones, an Advent bible study and
providing Hale area Fish and Baby Pantry with needed assistance we reached out in love beyond our walls.
2018 also brought some challenges for us as a church body.  We began the process of combining some committees streamlining our work as a church.  The Worship and Music welcomed Christian Education to join them
as they work to supply worship, music and education experiences in 2019.  The Mission Outreach committee
has revised their mission statement to focus on outreach events to attract newly retired and new families to the
community. They will continue to strongly support their charge to provide “mission driven” work with each
project they support. They have also invited the fellowship folks to join them. This will provide better communication. Look for the new “Outreach and Events” to be the coordinating and clearinghouse team for all church
events next year, with session remaining the final approval body.
2019 will also bring some changes to the administrative team. As I  have explained in our year end giving request, the current trend at TAPC and in all denominational churches is membership decline. Even large churches
are dealing with this issue. In an effort to look at what TAPC can do to design a path for future stability, I recommended several options for session to consider at it’s December meeting.
In response, they voted to adopt some following changes for 2019. Replace the current secretarial position
with part-time volunteer receptionists.  Combine the current financial secretary portion with an office manager
component. This allows for effectively supervising volunteers while performing the current financial and office
tasks.  This will reduce the number of paid staff positions and result in needed budget savings.
That said, we thank Judie Allen for her 8 years of dedication and service to TAPC. Judie did so much to help
keep the office running serving four pastors during her tenure here. We invite you to a reception for Judie on
January 20, 2019 hosted by the Personnel committee. There will be a card shower in her honor on that day.
As we approach 2019, we go forward thanking God for all the past blessings and trusting God to guide us to
a responsible and active future as his church on earth.

		

With you and God’s leading,

Pastor Kathleen

Tawas Area Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

To commit to God’s guidance and passionately share God’s love with people of all ages.
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We will be undecorating the church on
Monday January 7th.  
We will be starting at
9:30am.  Please help us
put all the Christmas
decorations away for
another year.  All help
is appreciated.

Tech Team Members Needed
As winter approaches and many congregation members head south for the next few months, we once again
send out a request for people to help our Tech Team.
The audio and video operations are an important part of our service and even one or two new people would
help with the workload rotation.
The jobs are much simpler than you might think; most of it just involves pressing a button throughout the service. If you can send an email or post on Facebook, you have more than enough skills to do the work. Training for
the jobs takes about 15 minutes.
You would commit to one Sunday a month throughout the winter. You decide which Sundays you want to
work.
If you are interested, talk to Kristy Prentiss.  She would be glad to show you what the job entails, with no pressure.  You can look it over and decide if you want to try it.

We need help for the New Year. Please sign up today.
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01/01		
01/07 9:30am
01/08 10:30am
01/08 10:30am
01/08 4:00pm
01/10 1:00pm
01/13 11:00am
01/14
01/14 9:00am
01/16 4:30pm
01/27 11:00am
02/03 11:00am
02/05 10:30am
02/11 9:00am
02/12 4:00pm
02/14 12:00pm
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New Year’s Day
Office Closed
Christmas Decorations
to be taken down
Deacons Meeting
Prayer Shawl Ministry in
the parlor
Stewardship/Finance
Worship Music/Education
Emergency Care Brunch
Committee reports due for
Annual Report
Facilities
Session
Annual Congregational
Meeting
Souper Bowl of Caring
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Facilities
Stewardship/Finance
Sweetheart Tea
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Happy Birthday!
01/01
01/04
01/06

01/28
01/31

Ruth Perrigo
Carol Berry
Shirley Bullard
Jerry Horcha
Pete Ward
Alan Gould
Keith Wenzel
Linda Dana
Chris Clairmont
Michael Crain
Mary Adams
Jean Rohr
Kristy Prentiss
Connie Weigle

02/04
02/05
02/09
02/13
02/15
02/15
02/21
02/22
02/26

Alexandria Stanton
Marjory Leas
Jeanne Hebner
Elaine Brown
Michael Denney
Beverly Sivertson
Sharon Carruthers
Sandy Hollenbeck
Amber Trickey

01/07
01/15
01/23
01/24
01/25

Happy Anniversary!
01/02 Ray & Jan Chambers
01/10 Ty & Angela Tyson
01/20 Bill & Lynn Jackson
02/11 Ken & Judy Douglas
02/26 Phil & Shirley MacLeod
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers ...
Our Shut-ins:
Ruth Perrigo, Edie Moore, Jim Leisher, Bill Nelson
Prayers of comfort for the family of Mary Wenzel
on her passing to glory on January 6th, 2019.
Mission Co-Workers

Rev. Cathy Chang & family, serving in Philippines.
Michael & Rachel Ludwig, serving in Niger.

I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in my statutes. - Ezekiel 36:27

Grief Support Program
St. Joseph Health System provides a variety
of Grief Support services for patients, families, employees and members of the community. Grief Support groups are held monthly on
Thursdays from 3:00 to 4:30 pm at SJHS in
Classroom C.
These groups provide support and information for anyone whose life has been disrupted
by a significant loss due to the death of a loved
one. Sessions are facilitated by a qualified member of the Spiritual Care Team. There is no fee,
however advance registration is appreciated.
To register, call 362-9368 and talk with the
Chaplain.

Caregiver
Conversation Hour

The Caregiver Conversation Hour will continue in
February.   The response was overwhelming when we
had special guest speaker Betty Clark.   Betty has offered to help with the class.  Watch the bulletin for the
exact day when it will be starting back.  We will be inviting the community to join us.

TAPC will be having their Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday January 27th after
service.  We will vote on the 2019 budget and
go over the annual report from 2018.  Please
make sure to join us.
A reminder to all the committee chairs to
have their annual report back to Judie by Monday January 14.

On Sunday January, 13 Worship/Music/
Education will be hosting an Emergency Care
Brunch after service.  Pastor Kathleen and
Rachel Haviland will be presenting the information to us.  The workshop will be about
legal and medical concerns/resources.  Please
plan to attend this important workshop.  We
will also be offering the workshop again in the
spring for any one that is all ready gone for the
winter.
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Tax Statements

Anyone who wishes to receive their 2018
Contribution statement for tax purposes,
please inform JoAnn, TAPC’s Financial
Secretary, by phone (362-2371), e-mail
(finsecretary@tawaspresby.org), or
written request placed in her mailbox.
Per Capita 2019

Just a heads up Ash Wednesday
will be March 6th at 7:00pm.  This
year we will be going to Grace
Lutheran and Pastor Kathleen will
be preaching.

Connection Changes

New changes are coming to The Connection

Each year, as part of being members of the PresbyJanuary 2019.  We will start a bi-monthly newsterian Church (USA), we are responsible for the annual
Per Capita.   This is a set amount that the church letter.   The 2019 submission dates are as folpays for each member (not household but every mem- lowed:
ber).  The 2019 Per Capita rate will be $28.77 per
member multiplied by the number of members we
            February 20
have.  What we would ask, for those who are able, to March/April
consider making this extra contribution to cover this May/June
    April 24
cost.
    June 19
This entire Per Capita is something we have to pay July/August
whether extra giving comes in or not.  Your prayerful September/October     August 21
consideration of this extra gift is greatly appreciated.  
November/December   October 23
Deadline for per capita is January 30, 2019.
Per Capita Breakdown:
Presbytery $16.57; Synod $3.25;
		
General Assembly $8.95.

Information from Cards
and Crafts
On Thursday February 14  at 12:00pm in the church
parlor.  We are having an All Church Sweetheart Tea.  
Please bring your sweetie or come alone.  You also can
bring hats and tea finery.  Look for a sign up in February.
If you are interested in helping make Valentines
and work on Chrismons for next years Christmas tree,  
contact Jan Doak (362-0650) and we will set a date to
meet.

February 3rd
Teams will be
announced
at a later date

VOTE FOR
YOUR
FAVORITE
TEAM!
1 = 1 Vote

$
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Tawas Area Presbyterian Church says ...

THANK YOU to my church family for the amazing and
generous Christmas cards, notes and gifts. You have
touched my heart! May God continue to grow our relationships in 2019. It is a joy to serve God here with
you! - Pastor Kathleen
THANK YOU to all those who helped make a beautiful
Advent and Christmas season here at TAPC. From
worship assistance to decorations, you helped create a
Christ centered season for all of us.
THANK YOU to all of my church family for all the
prayers, get well cards and phone calls after my fall
and surgery.  I really appreciate them and it has helped
my recovery.
            Paul Chonich
THANK YOU to the congregation for all the help  and
donations.  We had a great cookie walk, donations for
Toys for Tots and helping ring the bells at Neimans for
the Salvation Army.  We received a letter from Salavation Army and raised over $550 during our time.
THANK YOU to the members and friends that contributed to the Winter Stewardship letter.  Because of your
extra help we reduced our deficit.

Because of your gifts ...
We have:

- Served 360 people in worship
    in December 2018

We could not do this without your weekly offerings.
Thank you for financially supporting your church;
we need each and every one of you!

Deadline for

March/
April
Articles:

Wednesday,
February
20th

The Connection welcomes your contributions! Send them to Kristy’s email listed below, or drop them off at her office.
Sunday Worship 10:00 am • Nursery provided • 989-362-2371 • www.tawaspresby.org
Kathleen Rowe,
Pastor
pastorkathleen.rowe@yahoo.com

Judie Allen,
Administrative Secretary
tapcsecretary@tawaspresby.org

JoAnn Edwards,
Kristy Prentiss,
Financial Secretary Media and Ministry Specialist
finsecretary@tawaspresby.org
media2@tawaspresby.org

